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The AIDS Pandemic
1. Identify and describe 3 stakeholders in the epidemic (who were they? Why were they important? How did they either positively affect or negatively affect the definition of the problem)? 
Among the three stakeholders of the epidemic include: 
a) Global Organizations. Government organizations such as the Center for Disease Control (CDC) have played an important role in containing the condition and this has positively impacted the condition. The CDC has led lab operations that have resulted in the creation of awareness about the problem and the manufacture of drugs to reduce its effects.
b) Health-care workers. Healthcare workers have positively affected the control of HIV/AIDS as they directly deal with people with the people who have the condition. Healthcare workers are also involved with the programs to reduce infections by creating awareness to the public concerning the disease.   
c) People with HIV. People with HIV are the main stakeholders of the condition and are responsible for carrying the virus. They are directly impacted by the condition. 
2. What characteristics of this virus have made the development of a cure difficult and why?
HIV has no cure up to now and this can be attributed to some of the characteristics. Among the main characteristics that make the infection hard to handle is the fact that it has mutation properties hence making scientists have a hard time tackling it. HIV also hid most of its surface behind a sugar layer, which is self-constituents of the body, hence making it hard for the immune system to react to it (Frontline, 2006). The virus also poses a high number of variables with multiple ancestries. This makes it genetically diverse hence making it necessary for the created vaccines to be diverted properly or else it would be a failure. HIV has a DNA binding property that enables it to bind directly with our cell’s DNA and this often results in the creation of a new strand that has not been seen before.
3).  Describe the “latency” phase of the virus and how this phase impacts prevention efforts.   
	The latency phase of HIV is the second phase of the virus development that is characterized by a dormant HIV that does not produce any symptom that can be seen. In this stage, the patients that are infected with the condition often suffer less severe complications or may experience mild issues. At this stage, the virus usually reproduces at a slower rate than normal and this makes it hard for healthcare professionals to detect it. Consequently, individuals may test negative and this may encourage them to continue with their risky behaviors that may promote the spread of the condition. Lack of symptoms during this stage also discourages people from undertaking HIV tests hence reducing their probability of seeking ARVs or engaging in other to practices that may increase the exposure of the virus.  
4) What were at least 5 common symptoms in most early patients?
When the condition started spreading, earlier patients were unaware of the symptoms of the condition and this even perplexed the healthcare workers that were dealing with the condition. Among the five symptoms that were most common during this period included a rare case of pneumonia. The pneumocystis pneumonia had only occurred once in America over the previous 15 years (Frontline, 2006). Another case of disseminated Kaposi’s sarcoma had been reported in San Francisco where the patient was covered by skin lesions of Kaposi’s all over his body. This form of dementia resulted in the death of the patient in the same way old people do. Other earlier patients had pulmonary problems and fever that went on for days. Open sores all over the body were also experienced by some of the patients who had little knowledge of what the condition was.  
5) Describe at least 2 populations which were heavily impacted early on in the emergence of the disease. Explain who they were and how they were affected.
	As the condition started to spread, it was most common among members of the gay community as they were often diagnosed with the condition. Most people in gay communities contracted the disease due to their reckless lifestyle of avoiding the use of condoms and other prevention techniques. Members of the gay community also had multiple sex partners hence increasing the chances of contracting the infection (Frontline, 2006). Another group of the population that was heavily impacted by the condition earlier during the emergence of the infection were people from Uganda. These groups of the population were termed as the leading number to contract the infection in the entire world. During this period, people from Uganda were largely affected by this condition and the main reason behind this was the fact that the country was a hotbed of road transportation in the region hence prompting long-distance driver to stop by at the place before embarking on their journey (Frontline, 2006). Consequently, this resulted in an increase in the cases of commercial sex operations hence promoting the spread of the disease.  


6) Explain how societal discrimination negatively impacted patients and prevention efforts.
	Most people dreaded the condition and this resulted in most victims being highly discriminated at their workplace, schools, and other public centers. The discriminations were severe that the patient’s lives were threatened by other civilians. Most people who were working also faced risks of getting fired while others were fired. At first, the discriminations were mainly because the government and the CDC had not yet officially confirmed the means of transmission of the virus as most people thought the virus is spread through physical contact. 
7) Identify and explain the roles of two US agencies/departments which you feel were most impactful in efforts to address the disease. 
	After the disease became dreadful and a threat not only to the U.S. but to the entire world as well, several U.S. agencies and departments made efforts to control it. One of the roles that Congress played in addressing the disease was by availing sufficient funding federal research agencies that were performing experiments to find the best way to contain the infection (Frontline, 2006). Previously, most researchers were willing to perform experiments and procedures but their efforts were futile. The decision by Congress to fund most federal research agencies was critical at the time that was characterized by ignorance as most people were seeking for answers concerning the disease. The U.S. health department also made efforts to contain the disease considering its highly sexually infectious nature. Consequently, the U.S. health department made efforts to control the spread of the infection through gay communities by shutting down several gay centers. This move significantly reduced the number of people that were transmitting the infection by engaging in gay-related activities that were common during that time.   
8) Identify and explain the role of one international organizations/nonprofits/or NGOs which you feel was most impactful in efforts to address the disease.
	An example of an NGO that has made the most impact in addressing the disease is the Center for Disease Control (CDC) which has conducted most research focused on addressing the epidemic. The CDC has also established testing and control centers in most nations globally and this has positively impacted efforts to address the disease (Frontline, 2006). Most local areas have also been reached out to as the organization has established its base in most nations. The CDC has been at the forefront of creating awareness on the disease including how it is spread, the people who have higher chances of contracting it, and the best preventive measure that can be undertaken. Other roles entitled to the CDC are funding programs related to HIV testing and care where more people were encouraged to undertake tests and engage in care as early as possible to reduce the adverse effects of the disease. Collecting, recording, and storing data related to the disease is also the task of the CDC and the organization is entrusted to provide critical data and concerning the prevalence of the disease.
9) How would you compare the US response to those of other nations? What has been the result of the US response? What ongoing issues do we face? Self reflection. 
	The emergence of the disease saw the U.S. responding urgently by creating awareness concerning the risk factors of the infection and the basics of the infection including how it spread and how it is not spread and the attempt to create the first vaccine (Frontline, 2006). The U.S. also responded by supporting poor nations on their fight against the disease by availing drugs necessary to reduce the effects of the condition. This was the case to other nations like France which responded by conducting research on the matter with an effort of addressing the disease. Other nations that were financially poor, like Uganda had a less effective response and mostly relied on the U.S. and other NGOs in tackling the disease. Consequently, more knowledge was realized concerning the disease including the best preventive measures and the mediums of transmission (Frontline, 2006). Most poor nations have also received funding from the U.S. in terms of free medications meant to help the infected to reduce the impacts of the disease since the medications are costly. Currently, the cure to HIV has not yet been found and the world still live in fear of the disease. We are also faced with the issue of withdrawal of the HIV/AIDS funds to most African nations as the U.S. claims it is facing financial constraints. 
10) How has this exercise informed your understanding of how emerging health issues, in particular rapidly spreading new or resurgent diseases, are responded to nationally and globally? In the future, how can the US avoid similar pitfalls when addressing new pandemics? In your opinion, what makes a health system best prepared to address pandemics, particularly those with associated stigma?
[bookmark: _GoBack]	From the exercise, I was able to gain insight into emerging health issues related to HIV/AIDS and how it was responded to by the U.S. and other governments around the globe. I also gained knowledge on how NGOs have responded to the disease at the global level. In the future, the U.S. can address similar pandemics by conducting proper research on the specific pandemic especially concerning how it is conducted to avoid wrong stigmatization of the victims. The government should be clear concerning any important information before relaying it to the public to avoid unnecessary tension. I think that relaying the correct information and creating awareness to the public on important matters concerning different pandemics can be critical in addressing pandemics. 
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